MEASUREMENTS OF S.  ARABIAN TRIBES

colonise; new races can come into existence by hybridisa-
tion. If migration and hybridisation can be substantiated
by evidence - however imperfect - we accept these factors
as explanatory of the characters of a race. But we believe
that 'intermediate' races rarely arise by miscegenation of
two extreme types, but represent a stage in evolutionary
development which is intermediate to the two extremes. It
is from the evolutionist's point of view we have sought to
interpret*the origin of the tribes amongst whom Captain
Thomas lived in South Arabia. Our final conclusion, then,
regarding the racial nature of the South Arabs, is that they
represent a residue of hamitic population which at one time
occupied the whole of Arabia. To account for their round-
headedness and certain Caucasian features we have had to
postulate migration and miscegenation. We are aware,
however, that the anthropological facts may be explained
in ways which differ radically from the solution we have
offered. The dark-skinned indigenes of South Arabia may
have been round-headed and, at a later date, Hamites from
Africa and round-headed Caucasians may have invaded
their land and their marriage beds. For aught we know
many racial waves may have spread southwards or north-
wards in Arabia in long past times. As already said the
clues to such problems lie buried in the sands of Arabia.
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